Ora Charles Rider
July 13, 1922 - March 24, 2013

Ora Rider, passed away Sunday, March 24, 2013 at the Prairie Maison Home in Prairie Du
Chien, WI. He was 90 years old. Ora was born on July 13, 1922 on Dutch Ridge to Edwin
and Emma (Zeeh) Rider. He married Augusta Preston at St. Paul's Lutheran Church in
Wauzeka, WI on February 24, 1973. She preceded him in death on February 10, 2006. He
is also preceded in death by six brothers and three sisters; Roy, Earl, Raymond, Edwin,
Leonard, and Lavern, Hazel Mayne, Clara Nagel and Florence Oswald.
Ora is survived by his step daughter Lois Demanes of Peoria, IL; Surviving are his sisterin-law Lorna Rider four step Grandsons, Jim, Richard, Michael and Scott Demanes of
Peoria, IL and one step granddaughter, Lisa (Bill) Everts and ten step Great
Grandchildren.
Ora attended a small school house on Dutch Ridge known as The Rider School. He was a
member of St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Wauzeka, WI. At a very young age, Ora worked
on the Rider family farm. He often told stories of using Draft Horses to plow the fields, of
the long demanding days, the longer bitterly cold winters. Most of all he spoke of his love
for his cows and tractors. He was very proud of the way he took care of his cows and
equipment. Ora was a farmer's farmer. It was his life and he did it very well. He was
largely responsible for the providing for his large family and he accepted that responsibility
without question. Like many farmers, hard work was a way of life for Ora. He was not only
grateful but enjoyed his life as a farmer.
When Ora married "Gussie" Preston in 1973, he became a loyal and caring husband and
helped Gussie bring many much needed improvements to their small dairy farm. He was
very proud when a bulk truck driver once told him that "His cows just seemed to give a
little more milk than the others".
Those who knew Ora found him to be an honest and trustworthy man. His word could be
taken without question. He also was known for his willingness to help younger farmers by
offering them the benefit of his knowledge (and his back). He will be missed by many.

Funeral services will be held at 11:00 AM, Thursday April 4, 2013 at the St. Paul's
Lutheran Church Wauzeka, WI. Visitation will be from 9:00 AM until the time of service.
Burial will follow the service at the Wauzeka Cemetery. Pastor Joel Oines will be
officiating. Beeman-Patchak Funeral home is assisting with arrangements. In Lieu of
flowers, please direct all donations to St. Paul's Lutheran Church of Wauzeka, WI.
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Funeral Home

Beeman-Patchak Funeral Home

104 Fremont Street

Boscobel, WI 53805

Tel. (608) 375-4116
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